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Dear Jr. Hurricane Family, 

 

 

Welcome to Gaston Elementary.  As we settle into  the fall, we 

want to thank you for your continued support.  Through the 

quality of teaching and learning, we are making strides to reach 

our goal of meeting or exceeding the state’s expectations.  For 

the 2017 school year, we are proud to have met expected growth 

here at GES.  As school leaders, we will not stop at making 

growth, our vision is to prepare all students to succeed in college 

and the workforce whether it be locally or globally.  To accom-

plish this task, we are providing the students with a rigorous, 

differentiated education that will empower them to succeed in 

life.  We solicit your continued support and involvement to en-

hance the educational process of our children.  And, yes, it is a 

process, but with a shared vision, we can get it done.  Please 

contact us at any time  at (252) 537-2520 if you have questions, 

concerns or suggestions.  

 

 

 Educationally,  

 

 

Ms. Barbara Stephenson, Principal 

Ms. Demetra Lassiter, Assistant Principal 



Responsibility 

Gaston Elementary Superheroes 

Jaden Miles  

Student of the Month 

October 

2017 Buckeyes  

Players! 

Jamarius Rooks  

Student of the Month 

September 

Responsibility Respect 



 

Ms. Ruland’s students have been working hard during the first quarter of the 2017-2018 school 
year.  Kindergarten students are working on letter recognition and one-to-one letter-sound corre-
spondence by utilizing a variety of hands-on activities.  In math, students are working on develop-
ing their counting abilities and number recognition skills for numbers 0-10. Most First Grade stu-
dents are working on building their sight word knowledge and basic phonics abilities to decode 
unknown words in text.  In math, First Grade students are continuing to build their independent 
counting skills and are working on adding and subtracting multi digit numbers using place value 
charts. Second and Third Grade students continue to work on strengthening their sight word 
knowledge and upper level phonics skills. These students are also developing their written com-
prehension abilities for fiction and nonfiction texts to express the following ideas: beginning, mid-
dle, end sequence, main idea and supporting details, problem/solution, story themes. In math, 
second grade students are developing foundational fact fluency and further developing their un-
derstanding of place value. Third Grade students are using manipulatives and pictures to solve 
addition, subtraction, and multiplication word problems (for numbers 0-10).  Students in all grades 
are utilizing the i-Ready Intervention program to further develop their foundational reading and 
math skills. 

Northampton County Teacher of the Year 2017 

Paige Ruland 

GES Instructional Partner of the Year 2017 

My name is Taneshia Mangum.  I currently work at Gaston Elementary School as an Instructional 
Partner/Back up Testing Coordinator.  I work with students in grades 2

nd
 through 4

th
.  I also perform oth-

er duties as assigned by school administrators. 

I am a graduate of Elizabeth City State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal 
Justice.  I have a son that is 21 years old , who is in his senior year of college at North Carolina A&T 
State University. In all, I am a very hard working, dependable person that loves children. 



Caption describing picture or graphic 

The Pre-K   

Department started 

the beginning of the 

year with a piñata 

celebration.  

We had the Fire De-

partment to come 

and share safety 

tips for Fire Safety 

Month. 

We learned school 

rules and expecta-

tions. 

We learned songs 

and nursery 

rhymes. 

We learned how to 

use the different 

centers in our class-

rooms. 

We worked on Let-

ter Land letters, 

sounds and charac-

ters. 

We wrote our 

names, letters and 

words. 

We had a costume 

sock hop. 

We have  started 

the building study. 
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The kindergarten 

scholars have had 

a very successful 

beginning of 

school.  They have 

been involved in 

numerous fun and 

exciting learning 

activities.  In the 

classroom, the 

students were pro-

vided opportuni-

ties to grow social-

ly as well as aca-

demically through 

involvement in 

self-selected activ-

ities for reading 

and math.  The 

students especial-

ly enjoyed a visit 

from the Gaston 

Fire Department.  

They learned 

about fire safety 

and had an oppor-

tunity to tour the 

fire truck and see 

the “tools of the 

trade” firefighters 

use.  We are very 

excited about our 

upcoming field 

trip to Disney on 

Ice on December 

8th, 2017. 
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

 

The first grade 

scholars have 

participated in 

the Northamp-

ton County 

Children’s Pro-

gram under the 

instructions of 

Ms. Lawrence.  

She presented a 

program on ta-

ble manners to 

first grade stu-

dents.  Stu-

dents learned 

proper table et-

iquette and 

how to set the  

table.  
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The second grade scholars 

have been hard workers here 

at Gaston.  Scholars have 

practiced their presentations 

skills, listening skills, and 

learned how to ask quality 

questions by sharing special 

show-and-tell items that they 

brought from home.  I am so 

proud of every single scholar 

who has brought in and 

shared a special item and his 

or her  story about that item 

with the class.  It has been a 

wonderful way of getting to 

know each other.  For Veter-

ans Day, students read arti-

cles, watched a documentary, 

and read stories about veter-

ans and what it means to be a 

United States citizen.  We 

completed our Veteran's Day 

mini-lesson by writing friend-

ly letters to Veterans.  Hope-

fully they will write back 

soon.  In science, we learned 

how to use a magnifying glass 

and spent time outside 

(before it got too cold) using 

magnifying glasses to make 

and record detailed observa-

tions of the garden, grass and 

nature. In the next couple of 

weeks, we will begin discuss-

ing adjectives and use our ob-

servations to help us learn 

how adjectives help us add 

details to stories.  Last week, 

we learned about pilgrims 

and made butter with the en-

tire grade.  We even tried our 

homemade butter on corn 

muffins.  We had a blast with 

the learning experience. 
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Ms. Bobbitt’s  students are applying the Runner’s strategy 
as they read  the selections.  The other students are com-
pleting tasks on i-Ready. 

 

Last quarter the third 

grade, scholars 

learned to multiply 

and divide.  They also 

worked on solving 

two-step word prob-

lems.  This quarter 

the third graders have 

learned how to tell 

and write time, and 

solve word problems 

involving time inter-

vals.  They are now 

working on rounding 

numbers to the near-

est ten and hundred 

and multiplying one-

digit whole numbers 

by multiples of 10.  In 

ELA , our scholars 

have been working on 

using the strategy 

RUNNERS to use the 

text to help answer 

multiple-choice and 

short response ques-

tions.  Students are 

also working on find-

ing the main idea of 

nonfiction text and 

the lesson of fiction 

text.  Students are 

working on using text 

features to better un-

derstand nonfiction 

text.  

 

 

Ms. Ballard’s students are working hard during 

stations. 
   



 

In the fourth grade,  we have 

completed Modules 1 & 2 in 

Eureka Math which focused 

on place value, multi-digit ad-

dition and subtraction, word 

problems and conversions 

within the metric system.  In 

ELA, students have been 

practicing close reading strat-

egies such as reading a pas-

sage 3 times, underlining key 

words, and identifying the 

main idea in each paragraph.  

Students learned how to 

write a persuasive  essay us-

ing text evidence to support 

given reasons.  Our fourth 

graders also began a poetry 

unit along with the book Love 

that Dog by Sharon Creech.  

Students learned about vari-

ous elements of figurative 

language, identified these ele-

ments in various poems and 

wrote and presented their 

own poems. In social studies 

and science, students have 

been applying close reading 

strategies to text related to 

science and social studies 

standards.  Students created 

a poster on a North Carolina 

state symbol and presented 

this to the class.  
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MUSIC  

Mrs. Griffith, known to her students as Mrs. G, loves teaching children who love 

to learn.  She is currently teaching drama and music at the Gaston Elementary 

School and Squire Academic Center.  Mrs. Griffith believes that the fine arts are 

key to finding the best in each of us.  We each need something beautiful and 

special in our lives.  Fine arts allow gives us those ways to communicate our 

feelings.  She is committed to giving her best to the students . 
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PHYSCIAL  EDUCATION 



Positive Behavior Intervention Support 

System (PBIS) is our school-wide proac-

tive classroom management system.  This 

year we have held two celebrations for 

students who met our WATCH expecta-

tions (Willing to Learn, Act responsi-

bly, Think Positively, Communicate Re-

spectfully, Honest and Helpful).   

ClassDojo is used to assign points for stu-

dents following the expectations.  Schol-

ars earn one Jr. Hurricane buck for each 

point received and use their money to at-

tend the events provided each month.  In 

September, we held a dance at both sites.  

Scholars were able to dance and socialize 

with friends for thirty minutes in the gym.  

In October, our scholars who met the 

monthly goal attended the Ocktoberfest 

event and earned prizes for one 

hour.  Students played games such as 

Web Catcher, Pin the Nose on the Pump-

kin, Pumpkin Cupcake Walk, Ring Toss, 

and Stuff the Scarecrow.  Take a look at 

what we are doing to recognize our schol-

ars who demonstrated appropriate behav-

iors in all school settings.  Next month, 

students will shop in our Jr. Hurricane 

Store.  Encourage your child to make 

good choices daily.  If you have not 

signed up for ClassDojo alerts via phone 

or email,  contact your child's teacher for 

more information.  ClassDojo allows the 

teacher and you to communicate about 

your child, send reminders of school and 

classroom events.  Thanks to all of our 

staff and volunteers (Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. 

Dickens, Mrs. Drumgoole, Mrs. Thiele, 

Mrs. Spruill, Mrs. D. Edwards-Watlington) 

for supporting our school.  If you would 

like to make donations to our school store, 

please contact the school at (252) 537-

2520.    

P.B.I.S 
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YOUR LOGO HERE 

GES gives a shout out to the Hospitality  committee for 

spearheading School Spirit Week and providing fundraising 

to help support the school.  The events have included  a “Sock 

Hop” dance, candy/flavored ice sales  and Harvest Festival.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

Caption describing picture or graphic 
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WEDNESDAY(11-1-2017)  

MIX MATCH DAY (wear 

crazy colors, shoes, shirts, 

pants, socks) 

 TUESDAY 10-31-2017) COSTUME 
DAY 

 

Harvest Festival 
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GES faculty and staff  thank you for your  

support!!!! 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 

 

Greetings! The Penguin Patch Shop is about to open soon.  December 
4th through the 7th (Monday - Thursday) we will have the shoppe 
open in the concession stand from 7:30 - 8:00 and 11:00 - 12:30.  Join 
us to get some early holiday shopping done.  We have gifts for uncles, 
aunts, grandparents, parents, and pets too.  Help the school shower 
our children who follow the PBIS expectations with recognition priz-
es.  The funds from this fundraiser will be used to purchase some items 
for the Jr. Hurricane Store.  All students who earn Hurricane bucks 
can shop in our Jr. Hurricane Store.  So, come on out and support our 
school family.   Your help is needed to make this fundraiser a suc-
cess.  See you soon!  

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 December 18th /Winter Program /1:30 

 December 19th/Early Release Day  

 December 20th—January 2nd/Winter Break 

 January 3rd/Students return to  school. 

 January 4th—January  24th/K—4  MOY Reading 3D As-

sessment 

 January 29th—February 3rd/ K—2 Math Assessment/I-

Ready Benchmark 


